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CBD FLASH: NEW POLL SHOWS CBD USAGE DROPS SHARPLY WHEN 
CONSUMERS LEARN FDA HAS NO SAFETY STANDARDS 

By 5-1 Margin, Americans Say FDA Overdue to Regulate CBD 
36% of Americans Use or Have Used CBD Products in Past 

WASHINGTON, DC – In a warning sign for the burgeoning hemp and CBD industry, a new poll shows that 
44% of Americans are less likely to use CBD products after learning that the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) has no standards in place to protect consumers, including 30% who say they would be far less likely 
to use the products. Likewise, the poll also found that 47% of people who use CBD products would stop 
using them if they or someone they knew got sick from CBD. Seventy percent of registered voters believe 
FDA should have already established safety standards for CBD products.   

Other crucial findings of the poll include: 

• 65% believe Congress should direct FDA to quickly set safety standards for CBD products. 
• 67% did not know or weren’t sure that CBD products being sold today are illegal.  
• 41% wrongly assumed FDA had already developed safety standards for CBD. 
• 30% who have not used CBD products and 76% of CBD users were more likely to try them if they 

knew the FDA approved regulations determining a level that could be considered safe for use in 
foods and nutritional supplements. 

“CBD is a promising new natural product but there is an acute risk of another major public health crisis if 
Congress allows these products to go unregulated or directs FDA to go easy on illegal products flooding 
the market. If CBD experiences a vaping-like crisis, it’s bad for public health, bad for the benefits CBD 
offers and bad for the hemp industry’s growth and job-creating potential,” said Daniel Fabricant, Ph.D. 
President and CEO of NPA.   

The Senate is currently considering legislation passed by the House of Representatives that would 
appropriate $100,000 for the FDA to perform a Health Hazard Evaluation (HHE) and set a safe level 
of CBD for consumers to use each day. The process would follow the same precedent as red yeast rice, 
which allows a natural product to contain a level of a drug ingredient that the FDA has determined to be 
safe. With the exception of Epidiolex, all CBD products in the U.S. are considered illegal by the federal 
government.  

Among current users, 89% were either daily (48%) or weekly (41%) users. The poll surveyed 1,000 
registered voters between October 1-3, 2019. 
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Recent NPA Actions on CBD: 
 
• Recently, NPA led a legislative effort to secure language in the FY 2020 House Agriculture 

Appropriations bill to appropriate $100,000 for the FDA to perform an HHE and is leading a 
grassroots effort urging the Senate to act.  

• On May 31, 2019, NPA testified at the FDA’s first public hearing on CBD. 
• On March 14, 2019, NPA submitted official comments to the FDA concerning approaches 

to CBD regulation that will also help facilitate the discussion. 
• On October 24, 2018, NPA sent a letter to FDA asking for regulatory leadership on CBD products. 
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Natural Products Association 
The Natural Products Association (NPA) is the trade association representing the entire natural products industry. We advocate for our members 
who supply, manufacture and sell natural ingredients or products for consumers. The Natural Products Association promotes good manufacturing 
practices as part of the growth and success of the industry. Founded in 1936, NPA represents over 1,000 members accounting for more than 
10,000 locations of retailers, manufacturers, wholesalers and distributors of natural products, including foods, dietary supplements, and 
health/beauty aids. Visit www.npanational.org  
www.npanational.org.  
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