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NPA’s Dr. Fabricant Speaks at National Organic Standards Board 
and Calls for Carrageenan to Be Allowed in Organic Infant 

Formulas 
“Carrageenan is naturally sourced and has been proven safe for use for many years by the FDA 
and international regulatory authorities,” said Dr. Fabricant, CEO and Executive Director of 

NPA. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Natural Products Association (NPA) today submitted written and 
oral comments to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and National Organic 
Science Board (NOSB) regarding the use of Carrageenan in organic infant formula.  CEO and 
Executive Director of NPA, Dr. Dan Fabricant will give oral comments to NOSB today at 3:00 
pm eastern in Washington, DC.  

“Carrageenan is naturally sourced and has been shown to be safe for use for many years by the 
FDA and international regulatory authorities,” stated Dr. Fabricant, CEO and Executive Director 
of NPA, “It is baffling why NOSB, in its last go around, recommended to the USDA’s 
Agriculture Marketing Service (AMS) its removal from organic infant formula when all the 
studies out there prove that it is safe for use. Thankfully, science prevailed as USDA AMS 
rejected that recommendation.” 

The exemption and prohibitions granted on the National List are required to be renewed every 
five years under the Organic Foods Protection Act by the NOSB. Under the 2013 Sunset review, 
the NOSB reviewed a number of substances, including carrageenan. While carrageenan is 
allowed in organic products it is exempted in organic infant formula. 

Carrageenan continues to be a vital, naturally-sourced food additive in organic foods and infant 
formula. Carrageenan is commonly used in dairy products to gel, thicken, suspend or emulsify to 
enable stabilization, binding and dispersion. The FDA continues to maintain the safe use of 
carrageenan in organic food and infant formula as codified in the federal regulations. NPA 
supports the FDA to re-evaluate the use of carrageenan if updated toxicity studies become 
available. 
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Carrageenan is recognized by international regulatory authorities. The World Health 
Organization (WHO) Joint Expert Committee of Food Additives (JECFA) recently evaluated 
carrageenan and has again deemed it safe for use as there is absolutely no information to clearly 
demonstrate a cacogenic effect for food grade carrageenan use in foods or infant formula. 

NPA urged the NOSB and USDA to conclude that carrageenan is safe at all levels found in food 
and therefore be permitted for use in both foods and organic infant formula. 

For more information on NOSB’s meeting please click here.  

View NPA’s comments here. 

 

Natural Products Association 
The Natural Products Association (NPA) is the trade association representing the entire natural products industry. We advocate 
for our members who supply, manufacture and sell natural ingredients or products for consumers. The Natural Products 
Association promotes good manufacturing practices as part of the growth and success of the industry. Founded in 1936, NPA 
represents over 1,400 members accounting for more than 10,000 locations of retailers, manufacturers, wholesalers and 
distributors of natural products, including foods, dietary supplements, and health/beauty aids. Visit www.NPAinfo.org. 
Follow NPA on social media:  
  

• Facebook: Natural Products Association and The Natural Seal 
• Twitter: NPA National and NPA Natural Seal 
• LinkedIn: Natural Products Association, Natural Products Group and Grassroots Action Network 

  
Natural Products Association: 1773 T Street, NW, Washington, DC, 20009 
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