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Capital Regional Economic Development Council 
433 River Street-Suite 1003 
Troy, NY 
12180 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Ruth Mahoney and Havidan Rodriguez; 
  
I need to raise a concern that affects millions of our fellow New Yorkers' health and well-being.  I urge 
you to follow the Biden Administration’s lead and prioritize workers in the dietary supplement 
manufacturing and retailing industries to receive vaccines against COVID-19 in Phase 1b. In February of 
2021, the federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), whose members were 
appointed by the United States Department of Health and Human Services secretary, created a list of 
industries and ranked their place in the vaccine priority line. ACIP recommended phased allocation of 
COVID-19 vaccines while vaccine supply is limited. Food and beverage industry workers, including those 
in the supplement business, are considered frontline essential workers and recommended to receive 
vaccines in Phase 1b. Phase 1a includes health care personnel and long-term care facility residents, and 
Phase 1b includes people older than 75 as well as frontline essential workers. 
 
There is uncertainty right now created by New York’s interpretation on whether health and nutrition 
stores have been deemed essential retail establishments.  For the millions of people who rely on stores 
that retail dietary supplements, this uncertainty is troubling. It could cause such stores to close 
unnecessarily and not allow their front-line workers to access vaccination.  
 
This issue could be resolved if the state revised its language in the current guidance that health and 
nutrition stores were apart of Phase 1b. Dietary supplement manufacturers are specifically referred to 
as essential in the latest CISA guidance (version 4.0), which would be consistent with that existing policy. 
The whole supply chain would have access to vaccination. The millions who use dietary supplements to 
stay healthy would continue to do so uninterruptedly. Their continued access is critical, especially at a 
time when health is so important. 
 
Most importantly, this revision of policy would be consistent with New York’s guiding principles of 
vaccine rollout.  By clarifying that the over 31,000 workers in the dietary supplement industry are a part 
of New York’s Phase 1b, New York State will be a shining example of prioritizing safety and ensuring an 
efficient and organized vaccine distribution. 
 
Anything you can do, to facilitate this request would be most appreciated.  Please feel free to contact 
me any time. 
 
All my best wishes to you and your entire team. 
 

 
Thank you, 
Daniel Fabricant, Ph.D.  
CEO & President 
Natural Products Association 
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Central Regional Economic Development Council 
620 Erie Blvd.W. 
Syracuse, NY  
13204 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Deborah Stanley and Randy Wolken; 
  
I need to raise a concern that affects millions of our fellow New Yorkers' health and well-being.  I urge 
you to follow the Biden Administration’s lead and prioritize workers in the dietary supplement 
manufacturing and retailing industries to receive vaccines against COVID-19 in Phase 1b. In February of 
2021, the federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), whose members were 
appointed by the United States Department of Health and Human Services secretary, created a list of 
industries and ranked their place in the vaccine priority line. ACIP recommended phased allocation of 
COVID-19 vaccines while vaccine supply is limited. Food and beverage industry workers, including those 
in the supplement business, are considered frontline essential workers and recommended to receive 
vaccines in Phase 1b. Phase 1a includes health care personnel and long-term care facility residents, and 
Phase 1b includes people older than 75 as well as frontline essential workers. 
 
There is uncertainty right now created by New York’s interpretation on whether health and nutrition 
stores have been deemed essential retail establishments.  For the millions of people who rely on stores 
that retail dietary supplements, this uncertainty is troubling. It could cause such stores to close 
unnecessarily and not allow their front-line workers to access vaccination.  
 
This issue could be resolved if the state revised its language in the current guidance that health and 
nutrition stores were apart of Phase 1b. Dietary supplement manufacturers are specifically referred to 
as essential in the latest CISA guidance (version 4.0), which would be consistent with that existing policy. 
The whole supply chain would have access to vaccination. The millions who use dietary supplements to 
stay healthy would continue to do so uninterruptedly. Their continued access is critical, especially at a 
time when health is so important. 
 
Most importantly, this revision of policy would be consistent with New York’s guiding principles of 
vaccine rollout.  By clarifying that the over 31,000 workers in the dietary supplement industry are a part 
of New York’s Phase 1b, New York State will be a shining example of prioritizing safety and ensuring an 
efficient and organized vaccine distribution. 
 
Anything you can do, to facilitate this request would be most appreciated.  Please feel free to contact 
me any time. 
 
All my best wishes to you and your entire team. 
 

 
Thank you, 
Daniel Fabricant, Ph.D.  
CEO & President 
Natural Products Association 
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Commissioner Howard Zucker 
Long Island Regional Economic Development Council 
P.O. Box 3275 
Farmingdale, NY 
11735 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Kevin Law and Stuart Rabinowitz; 
  
I need to raise a concern that affects millions of our fellow New Yorkers' health and well-being.  I urge 
you to follow the Biden Administration’s lead and prioritize workers in the dietary supplement 
manufacturing and retailing industries to receive vaccines against COVID-19 in Phase 1b. In February of 
2021, the federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), whose members were 
appointed by the United States Department of Health and Human Services secretary, created a list of 
industries and ranked their place in the vaccine priority line. ACIP recommended phased allocation of 
COVID-19 vaccines while vaccine supply is limited. Food and beverage industry workers, including those 
in the supplement business, are considered frontline essential workers and recommended to receive 
vaccines in Phase 1b. Phase 1a includes health care personnel and long-term care facility residents, and 
Phase 1b includes people older than 75 as well as frontline essential workers. 
 
There is uncertainty right now created by New York’s interpretation on whether health and nutrition 
stores have been deemed essential retail establishments.  For the millions of people who rely on stores 
that retail dietary supplements, this uncertainty is troubling. It could cause such stores to close 
unnecessarily and not allow their front-line workers to access vaccination.  
 
This issue could be resolved if the state revised its language in the current guidance that health and 
nutrition stores were apart of Phase 1b. Dietary supplement manufacturers are specifically referred to 
as essential in the latest CISA guidance (version 4.0), which would be consistent with that existing policy. 
The whole supply chain would have access to vaccination. The millions who use dietary supplements to 
stay healthy would continue to do so uninterruptedly. Their continued access is critical, especially at a 
time when health is so important. 
 
Most importantly, this revision of policy would be consistent with New York’s guiding principles of 
vaccine rollout.  By clarifying that the over 31,000 workers in the dietary supplement industry are a part 
of New York’s Phase 1b, New York State will be a shining example of prioritizing safety and ensuring an 
efficient and organized vaccine distribution. 
 
Anything you can do, to facilitate this request would be most appreciated.  Please feel free to contact 
me any time. 
 
All my best wishes to you and your entire team. 
 

 
Thank you, 
Daniel Fabricant, Ph.D.  
CEO & President 
Natural Products Association 
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Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council 
400 Andrews Street 
Suite 300 
Rochester, NY  
14604 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Robert Duffy and Denise Battles; 
  
I need to raise a concern that affects millions of our fellow New Yorkers' health and well-being.  I urge 
you to follow the Biden Administration’s lead and prioritize workers in the dietary supplement 
manufacturing and retailing industries to receive vaccines against COVID-19 in Phase 1b. In February of 
2021, the federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), whose members were 
appointed by the United States Department of Health and Human Services secretary, created a list of 
industries and ranked their place in the vaccine priority line. ACIP recommended phased allocation of 
COVID-19 vaccines while vaccine supply is limited. Food and beverage industry workers, including those 
in the supplement business, are considered frontline essential workers and recommended to receive 
vaccines in Phase 1b. Phase 1a includes health care personnel and long-term care facility residents, and 
Phase 1b includes people older than 75 as well as frontline essential workers. 
 
There is uncertainty right now created by New York’s interpretation on whether health and nutrition 
stores have been deemed essential retail establishments.  For the millions of people who rely on stores 
that retail dietary supplements, this uncertainty is troubling. It could cause such stores to close 
unnecessarily and not allow their front-line workers to access vaccination.  
 
This issue could be resolved if the state revised its language in the current guidance that health and 
nutrition stores were apart of Phase 1b. Dietary supplement manufacturers are specifically referred to 
as essential in the latest CISA guidance (version 4.0), which would be consistent with that existing policy. 
The whole supply chain would have access to vaccination. The millions who use dietary supplements to 
stay healthy would continue to do so uninterruptedly. Their continued access is critical, especially at a 
time when health is so important. 
 
Most importantly, this revision of policy would be consistent with New York’s guiding principles of 
vaccine rollout.  By clarifying that the over 31,000 workers in the dietary supplement industry are a part 
of New York’s Phase 1b, New York State will be a shining example of prioritizing safety and ensuring an 
efficient and organized vaccine distribution. 
 
Anything you can do, to facilitate this request would be most appreciated.  Please feel free to contact 
me any time. 
 
All my best wishes to you and your entire team. 
 

 
Thank you, 
Daniel Fabricant, Ph.D.  
CEO & President 
Natural Products Association 
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The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of New York State 
NYS State Capitol Building 
Albany, NY 12224 
 
 
Dear Governor Cuomo; 
  
I need to raise a concern that affects millions of our fellow New Yorkers' health and well-being.  I urge 
you to follow the Biden Administration’s lead and prioritize workers in the dietary supplement 
manufacturing and retailing industries to receive vaccines against COVID-19 in Phase 1b. In February of 
2021, the federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), whose members were 
appointed by the United States Department of Health and Human Services secretary, created a list of 
industries and ranked their place in the vaccine priority line. ACIP recommended phased allocation of 
COVID-19 vaccines while vaccine supply is limited. Food and beverage industry workers, including those 
in the supplement business, are considered frontline essential workers and recommended to receive 
vaccines in Phase 1b. Phase 1a includes health care personnel and long-term care facility residents, and 
Phase 1b includes people older than 75 as well as frontline essential workers. 
 
There is uncertainty right now created by New York’s interpretation on whether health and nutrition 
stores have been deemed essential retail establishments.  For the millions of people who rely on stores 
that retail dietary supplements, this uncertainty is troubling. It could cause such stores to close 
unnecessarily and not allow their front-line workers to access vaccination.  
 
This issue could be resolved if the state revised its language in the current guidance that health and 
nutrition stores were apart of Phase 1b. Dietary supplement manufacturers are specifically referred to 
as essential in the latest CISA guidance (version 4.0), which would be consistent with that existing policy. 
The whole supply chain would have access to vaccination. The millions who use dietary supplements to 
stay healthy would continue to do so uninterruptedly. Their continued access is critical, especially at a 
time when health is so important. 
 
Most importantly, this revision of policy would be consistent with New York’s guiding principles of 
vaccine rollout.  By clarifying that the over 31,000 workers in the dietary supplement industry are a part 
of New York’s Phase 1b, New York State will be a shining example of prioritizing safety and ensuring an 
efficient and organized vaccine distribution. 
 
Anything you can do, Governor Cuomo, to facilitate this request would be most appreciated.  Please feel 
free to contact me any time. 
 
All my best wishes to you and your entire team. 
 

 
Thank you, 
Daniel Fabricant, Ph.D.  
CEO & President 
Natural Products Association 
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Commissioner Howard Zucker 
New York State Department of Health 
Corning Tower 
Empire State Plaza 
Albany, NY 12237 
 
Dear Commissioner Zucker; 
  
I need to raise a concern that affects millions of our fellow New Yorkers' health and well-being.  I urge 
you to follow the Biden Administration’s lead and prioritize workers in the dietary supplement 
manufacturing and retailing industries to receive vaccines against COVID-19 in Phase 1b. In February of 
2021, the federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), whose members were 
appointed by the United States Department of Health and Human Services secretary, created a list of 
industries and ranked their place in the vaccine priority line. ACIP recommended phased allocation of 
COVID-19 vaccines while vaccine supply is limited. Food and beverage industry workers, including those 
in the supplement business, are considered frontline essential workers and recommended to receive 
vaccines in Phase 1b. Phase 1a includes health care personnel and long-term care facility residents, and 
Phase 1b includes people older than 75 as well as frontline essential workers. 
 
There is uncertainty right now created by New York’s interpretation on whether health and nutrition 
stores have been deemed essential retail establishments.  For the millions of people who rely on stores 
that retail dietary supplements, this uncertainty is troubling. It could cause such stores to close 
unnecessarily and not allow their front-line workers to access vaccination.  
 
This issue could be resolved if the state revised its language in the current guidance that health and 
nutrition stores were apart of Phase 1b. Dietary supplement manufacturers are specifically referred to 
as essential in the latest CISA guidance (version 4.0), which would be consistent with that existing policy. 
The whole supply chain would have access to vaccination. The millions who use dietary supplements to 
stay healthy would continue to do so uninterruptedly. Their continued access is critical, especially at a 
time when health is so important. 
 
Most importantly, this revision of policy would be consistent with New York’s guiding principles of 
vaccine rollout.  By clarifying that the over 31,000 workers in the dietary supplement industry are a part 
of New York’s Phase 1b, New York State will be a shining example of prioritizing safety and ensuring an 
efficient and organized vaccine distribution. 
 
Anything you can do, Commissioner Zucker, to facilitate this request would be most appreciated.  Please 
feel free to contact me any time. 
 
All my best wishes to you and your entire team. 
 

 
Thank you, 
Daniel Fabricant, Ph.D.  
CEO & President 
Natural Products Association 
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Mid Hudson Regional Economic Development Council 
33 Airport Center Drive #201 
New Windsor, NY  
12553 
 
Dear Chairman Donald Christian, 
  
I need to raise a concern that affects millions of our fellow New Yorkers' health and well-being.  I urge 
you to follow the Biden Administration’s lead and prioritize workers in the dietary supplement 
manufacturing and retailing industries to receive vaccines against COVID-19 in Phase 1b. In February of 
2021, the federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), whose members were 
appointed by the United States Department of Health and Human Services secretary, created a list of 
industries and ranked their place in the vaccine priority line. ACIP recommended phased allocation of 
COVID-19 vaccines while vaccine supply is limited. Food and beverage industry workers, including those 
in the supplement business, are considered frontline essential workers and recommended to receive 
vaccines in Phase 1b. Phase 1a includes health care personnel and long-term care facility residents, and 
Phase 1b includes people older than 75 as well as frontline essential workers. 
 
There is uncertainty right now created by New York’s interpretation on whether health and nutrition 
stores have been deemed essential retail establishments.  For the millions of people who rely on stores 
that retail dietary supplements, this uncertainty is troubling. It could cause such stores to close 
unnecessarily and not allow their front-line workers to access vaccination.  
 
This issue could be resolved if the state revised its language in the current guidance that health and 
nutrition stores were apart of Phase 1b. Dietary supplement manufacturers are specifically referred to 
as essential in the latest CISA guidance (version 4.0), which would be consistent with that existing policy. 
The whole supply chain would have access to vaccination. The millions who use dietary supplements to 
stay healthy would continue to do so uninterruptedly. Their continued access is critical, especially at a 
time when health is so important. 
 
Most importantly, this revision of policy would be consistent with New York’s guiding principles of 
vaccine rollout.  By clarifying that the over 31,000 workers in the dietary supplement industry are a part 
of New York’s Phase 1b, New York State will be a shining example of prioritizing safety and ensuring an 
efficient and organized vaccine distribution. 
 
Anything you can do, to facilitate this request would be most appreciated.  Please feel free to contact 
me any time. 
 
All my best wishes to you and your entire team. 
 

 
Thank you, 
Daniel Fabricant, Ph.D.  
CEO & President 
Natural Products Association 
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Mohawk Valley Regional Economic Development Council 
207 Genesee Street 
#1604 
Utica, NY  
13501 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Lawrence Gilroy and Dustin Swanger, 
  
I need to raise a concern that affects millions of our fellow New Yorkers' health and well-being.  I urge 
you to follow the Biden Administration’s lead and prioritize workers in the dietary supplement 
manufacturing and retailing industries to receive vaccines against COVID-19 in Phase 1b. In February of 
2021, the federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), whose members were 
appointed by the United States Department of Health and Human Services secretary, created a list of 
industries and ranked their place in the vaccine priority line. ACIP recommended phased allocation of 
COVID-19 vaccines while vaccine supply is limited. Food and beverage industry workers, including those 
in the supplement business, are considered frontline essential workers and recommended to receive 
vaccines in Phase 1b. Phase 1a includes health care personnel and long-term care facility residents, and 
Phase 1b includes people older than 75 as well as frontline essential workers. 
 
There is uncertainty right now created by New York’s interpretation on whether health and nutrition 
stores have been deemed essential retail establishments.  For the millions of people who rely on stores 
that retail dietary supplements, this uncertainty is troubling. It could cause such stores to close 
unnecessarily and not allow their front-line workers to access vaccination.  
 
This issue could be resolved if the state revised its language in the current guidance that health and 
nutrition stores were apart of Phase 1b. Dietary supplement manufacturers are specifically referred to 
as essential in the latest CISA guidance (version 4.0), which would be consistent with that existing policy. 
The whole supply chain would have access to vaccination. The millions who use dietary supplements to 
stay healthy would continue to do so uninterruptedly. Their continued access is critical, especially at a 
time when health is so important. 
 
Most importantly, this revision of policy would be consistent with New York’s guiding principles of 
vaccine rollout.  By clarifying that the over 31,000 workers in the dietary supplement industry are a part 
of New York’s Phase 1b, New York State will be a shining example of prioritizing safety and ensuring an 
efficient and organized vaccine distribution. 
 
Anything you can do, to facilitate this request would be most appreciated.  Please feel free to contact 
me any time. 
 
All my best wishes to you and your entire team. 
 

 
Thank you, 
Daniel Fabricant, Ph.D.  
CEO & President 
Natural Products Association 
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New York City Regional Economic Development Council 
633 Third Avenue-36th Floor 
New York, NY  
10017 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Winston Fisher and Cheryl Moore, 
  
I need to raise a concern that affects millions of our fellow New Yorkers' health and well-being.  I urge 
you to follow the Biden Administration’s lead and prioritize workers in the dietary supplement 
manufacturing and retailing industries to receive vaccines against COVID-19 in Phase 1b. In February of 
2021, the federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), whose members were 
appointed by the United States Department of Health and Human Services secretary, created a list of 
industries and ranked their place in the vaccine priority line. ACIP recommended phased allocation of 
COVID-19 vaccines while vaccine supply is limited. Food and beverage industry workers, including those 
in the supplement business, are considered frontline essential workers and recommended to receive 
vaccines in Phase 1b. Phase 1a includes health care personnel and long-term care facility residents, and 
Phase 1b includes people older than 75 as well as frontline essential workers. 
 
There is uncertainty right now created by New York’s interpretation on whether health and nutrition 
stores have been deemed essential retail establishments.  For the millions of people who rely on stores 
that retail dietary supplements, this uncertainty is troubling. It could cause such stores to close 
unnecessarily and not allow their front-line workers to access vaccination.  
 
This issue could be resolved if the state revised its language in the current guidance that health and 
nutrition stores were apart of Phase 1b. Dietary supplement manufacturers are specifically referred to 
as essential in the latest CISA guidance (version 4.0), which would be consistent with that existing policy. 
The whole supply chain would have access to vaccination. The millions who use dietary supplements to 
stay healthy would continue to do so uninterruptedly. Their continued access is critical, especially at a 
time when health is so important. 
 
Most importantly, this revision of policy would be consistent with New York’s guiding principles of 
vaccine rollout.  By clarifying that the over 31,000 workers in the dietary supplement industry are a part 
of New York’s Phase 1b, New York State will be a shining example of prioritizing safety and ensuring an 
efficient and organized vaccine distribution. 
 
Anything you can do, to facilitate this request would be most appreciated.  Please feel free to contact 
me any time. 
 
All my best wishes to you and your entire team. 
 

 
Thank you, 
Daniel Fabricant, Ph.D.  
CEO & President 
Natural Products Association 
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Southern Tier Regional Economic Development Council 
State Office Building 
44 Hawley Street Suite 1508 
Binghamton, NY 
13901 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Judy McKinney-Cherry and Kevin Drumm, 
  
I need to raise a concern that affects millions of our fellow New Yorkers' health and well-being.  I urge 
you to follow the Biden Administration’s lead and prioritize workers in the dietary supplement 
manufacturing and retailing industries to receive vaccines against COVID-19 in Phase 1b. In February of 
2021, the federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), whose members were 
appointed by the United States Department of Health and Human Services secretary, created a list of 
industries and ranked their place in the vaccine priority line. ACIP recommended phased allocation of 
COVID-19 vaccines while vaccine supply is limited. Food and beverage industry workers, including those 
in the supplement business, are considered frontline essential workers and recommended to receive 
vaccines in Phase 1b. Phase 1a includes health care personnel and long-term care facility residents, and 
Phase 1b includes people older than 75 as well as frontline essential workers. 
 
There is uncertainty right now created by New York’s interpretation on whether health and nutrition 
stores have been deemed essential retail establishments.  For the millions of people who rely on stores 
that retail dietary supplements, this uncertainty is troubling. It could cause such stores to close 
unnecessarily and not allow their front-line workers to access vaccination.  
 
This issue could be resolved if the state revised its language in the current guidance that health and 
nutrition stores were apart of Phase 1b. Dietary supplement manufacturers are specifically referred to 
as essential in the latest CISA guidance (version 4.0), which would be consistent with that existing policy. 
The whole supply chain would have access to vaccination. The millions who use dietary supplements to 
stay healthy would continue to do so uninterruptedly. Their continued access is critical, especially at a 
time when health is so important. 
 
Most importantly, this revision of policy would be consistent with New York’s guiding principles of 
vaccine rollout.  By clarifying that the over 31,000 workers in the dietary supplement industry are a part 
of New York’s Phase 1b, New York State will be a shining example of prioritizing safety and ensuring an 
efficient and organized vaccine distribution. 
 
Anything you can do, to facilitate this request would be most appreciated.  Please feel free to contact 
me any time. 
 
All my best wishes to you and your entire team. 
 

 
Thank you, 
Daniel Fabricant, Ph.D.  
CEO & President 
Natural Products Association 
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Western New York Regional Economic Development 
Council 
95 Perry Street 
Suite 500 
Buffalo, NY 
14203-3030 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Katherine Conway-Turner and Eric Reich, 
  
I need to raise a concern that affects millions of our fellow New Yorkers' health and well-being.  I urge 
you to follow the Biden Administration’s lead and prioritize workers in the dietary supplement 
manufacturing and retailing industries to receive vaccines against COVID-19 in Phase 1b. In February of 
2021, the federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), whose members were 
appointed by the United States Department of Health and Human Services secretary, created a list of 
industries and ranked their place in the vaccine priority line. ACIP recommended phased allocation of 
COVID-19 vaccines while vaccine supply is limited. Food and beverage industry workers, including those 
in the supplement business, are considered frontline essential workers and recommended to receive 
vaccines in Phase 1b. Phase 1a includes health care personnel and long-term care facility residents, and 
Phase 1b includes people older than 75 as well as frontline essential workers. 
 
There is uncertainty right now created by New York’s interpretation on whether health and nutrition 
stores have been deemed essential retail establishments.  For the millions of people who rely on stores 
that retail dietary supplements, this uncertainty is troubling. It could cause such stores to close 
unnecessarily and not allow their front-line workers to access vaccination.  
 
This issue could be resolved if the state revised its language in the current guidance that health and 
nutrition stores were apart of Phase 1b. Dietary supplement manufacturers are specifically referred to 
as essential in the latest CISA guidance (version 4.0), which would be consistent with that existing policy. 
The whole supply chain would have access to vaccination. The millions who use dietary supplements to 
stay healthy would continue to do so uninterruptedly. Their continued access is critical, especially at a 
time when health is so important. 
 
Most importantly, this revision of policy would be consistent with New York’s guiding principles of 
vaccine rollout.  By clarifying that the over 31,000 workers in the dietary supplement industry are a part 
of New York’s Phase 1b, New York State will be a shining example of prioritizing safety and ensuring an 
efficient and organized vaccine distribution. 
 
Anything you can do, to facilitate this request would be most appreciated.  Please feel free to contact 
me any time. 
 
All my best wishes to you and your entire team. 
 

 
Thank you, 
Daniel Fabricant, Ph.D.  
CEO & President 
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